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At the meeting point, the fortified 
church foundation, we listen to 
lectures about the transylvanian 
history, the fortified churches and 
learn about their current situation 
and strategies for conservation or 
further use. This gives us ideas 
about how to develop our project. 
We are very glad to receive more 
coffee during the breaks. 

After a long overnight bus ride, we 
arrive in Sibiu at 6 am. It is raining, 
we are carrying our luggage and 
everything is still closed, but we 
do not let this stop us from taking 
a walk around the city centre, Piata 
Mare. Eventually we find a talking 
coffee vending machine that 
wishes us a nice day and we head 
to the meeting point.



09 - 07 - 2018
 Sibiu 07:00 am











09 - 07 - 2018
 AStra museum village 22:00 pm



After we arrive at the ASTRA 
Village Museum, we take a short 
walk around the premises. 
Afterwards, the boys show off their 
grilling skills and we have a nice 
late dinner. After dinner, we all 
present our concepts again for 
our guest critics and receive more 
feedback to our ideas. Shortly 
after, we fall into very good sleep. 
The next day, we walk around the 
museum sketching and taking 
pictures of the traditional housing.























Following our museum tour, we have a 
very interesting painting workshop. We 
first learn how to mix our own tempera 
colours, and we do this using only 
pigments found in the different earth 
layers, We try to capture the essence of 
the museum exponates. I try to paint a 
portrait of Toni, with limited success. 







11 - 07 - 2018
varius churches

On the third day, we check out 
and spend the day visiting 
several fortified churches on our 
way to our main HQ, Dealu 
Frumos. We take several guided 
tours and one small hiking trip. 
We make a few new canine 
friends, who also accompany 
us on our church tours. Some 
sheep, horses and locals look 
at us with great curiosity.











In the evening, 
we settle into our 
accomodation at 
Dealu Frumos. 
We are housed 
in two buildings: 
the local school 
and the fortified 

church. 

We spend the first 
evening sitting in the 
courtyard of our 
dining room. We sit 
in  darkness and 
enjoy the visible 
starry sky that we are 

not used to. 



12 - 07 - 2018
 Dealu Frumos 13:00 pm

We spend the first 
evening sitting in the 
courtyard of our 
dining room. We sit 
in  darkness and 
enjoy the visible 
starry sky that we are 

not used to. 

The next day we 
have several 
input lectures 
again, and take a 
guided tour of 
the church tower 
and learn about 
the  restoration 
work that has 

been done.







On our last day, we continue or exploration of the nearby 

fortified churches. On our way back to dinner, we stop by the 

brick factory in Apos and we get to see the production process. 



13 - 07 - 2018
 Apos 20:00 pm







17 - 07 - 2018
 targu mures



I spent the second week in Romania mostly in the city 
Targu Mures. As it is an interest point for our project, I did 

some research about it. In my opinion, it is a very interesting 
dichotomy of elements. First of all, the population here 

stands at about 50 percent romanians,  the other half being of 
hungarian descent. Although there is no geographical 

segregation, the two groups do not get along very well. This 
leads to some political tensions, also in the area of city 

planning. There is also a strong contrast in the built 
environment: it is a relatively green city, especially on 

the outskirts, and the people enjoy outdoor sports 
activities; on the other hand, the center is full of cars 

and concrete. The culprit here is the national road 
15, which cuts directly through the centre of the 

town, and connects eastern and western 
Romania, as well as a horrible public transportation 

system. Currently there is an architectural competition 
for the redesign of the central square, through which 

the mayor hopes to improve the mobility, universal design 
and greenness of the town centre. This can be an opportunity 

to plan for green transportation means, like bycicles. The 
implementation of bike paths and lanes would be beneficial to our 

design project, since we propose to connect the village of Dealu 
Frumos with the route Sighisoara - Targu Mures - Cluj-Napoca. On 
a slightly different note, the city also offers a few sights, like the two 

orthodox churches in the city centre and the old fortress which 
has been recently restorated. These are not enough, however, to 

make it a touristic hotspot. Currently , the town is mostly 
visited by medical tourists who seek treatment here. There 

is a very good medical university here, and in summer 
one can really feel the lack of vitality caused by the 

absence of students. 










