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Maledives

Impressions during Sept. 1st to 7th 2013

Overview

• Part 1: Maldives, a country in the Indian 
Ocean

• Part 2: Central urban and touristic 
development zonesdevelopment zones 

• Part 3: Resorts and tourism development in 
the periphery

TheMaledives in the Indian Ocean

• Republic of Maldives
– consists of 26 natural
atollsatolls

– With 1196 low lying islands
• Average 1.6 m above mean
sea‐level

• 199 are inhabited

• Some 100 islands are
exclusive tourist resorts

• Some 900 are uninhabited

• stretched over 820 km north
to south

• 128 km east to west

20 administrative units
300 km² (less than
Vienna)329.000 Maldev
Up to 200.000 more pe
Out of them 20,000 Tou
Some 180,000 Guest 
workers

Climate in Maldives

• Maldives have constant
tropical climate

• 28°C mean temperature on 
land and in waterland and in water

• 1900mm precipitation on 
131 rainfall days

Population of Maldives

• 395.650 official estimate of 2010
– Local information say actual population is
considerably higher

– Guest workers from Bangla Desh, Sri Lanka, India
and other countries are only partially registrated

– State regligion is (Sunna) Islam
• The consumtion of alcohol is prohibited

• Wearing bikinis is prohibited outsides resorts

• Exercising Christian religions is forbidden
– Reported as one of 10 countries of Christian prosecution

State Religion is Islam

• No other religion is allowed
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Culture of Maldives
• Language

– Maldivian Language is called ”Dhivehi”
• Written with Tana script

– English is used in parallel for communication with 
non Maldivians

– Along with Islamic culture, Arabic gains some 
influence

• Education
– Currently university education is opening in 
Maldives

• Maldives University, since 2011

• Mandhu College, full university status pending

Resource Use

• Maldives have
– Unique nature
– Marine environment and seafood
– Coconuts

M ldi h f d ti• Maldives has no or few domestic resources
– Agriculture
– Water availability
– Energy

• Most commodities are imported from outside
– Expensive country

History of Maldives

• First settlements assumingly 5th century b.C.
– Indian and Sri Lanka fishermen
– Hinduism, Buddhism and Animism were predominant religions 

• In 12th century, Maldives converted to Islam
• Foreign Occupation & Influence

– Portugal occupied Maldives in 1558
• Efforts to Christianize Maldives failed

– Netherlands established protectorate in 17th century
– Britain took over from NL in 1796 

• kept dominance until 1887
• From 1887 only foreign affairs
• Establishment of Republic and later on Sultanate in 1953
• Commonwealth member until 1968 and again after 1985

Foreign countries with Influence

• Indian influence
– For difficult medical treatments

• Sri Lanca influence
– Until 2011 no universities were situated in Maldives 
– higher education was primarily consumed in Colombo

b fl• Arabic influence
– Get increasingly stronger due to Islamic schools 
– Spreading of Arabic as language of Quran 

• Chinese influence
– Main investments and many of skilled foreign labour force 

comes from China
– Many developers for urban infrastructures come from China

Politics: October 2013 Warning to
Avoid Maldives

• Similar to „Arab Spring“ in Eghypht we find political unrest in Maldives
– For many decades the country was ruled autrocratic
– 2008 the first democratic president Nasheed was elected
– 2012 Nasheed was forced to resign

• Sept. 7th, 2013, there were elections in Maldives
– The current people in power did not allow the second round of votes on Sept– The current people in power did not allow the second round of votes on Sept. 

28th, 2013
– The high court annihilated the votes of elections on Oct. 19th, 2013
– As a consequence there is political unrest
– Many governments (like Austrian on the left) gave security warnings to

Maldives

• Tourism is however the most important income
– 75% of GDP due to tourism
– 30% of GDP directly earned by tourism
– Each political crises costs several % of GDP

Whom to believe?

• Austria
– The national airline promotes

• sun and beach 
• new destination Male

– The government issues warning
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November 2013 – State crisis

No free elections

Tourism industry and 
military against 
majority of people

Economic Figures Maldives

Source: Global Finance 2013

www.gfmag.com/gdp‐data‐
country‐reports/225‐
the‐maldives‐gdp‐
country‐
report.html#axzz2iLWb
0OAp

Tourism in numbers

• 1 million arrivals expected in 2013

• Close to 10 million guestnights

• Between 1 and 2 billion US$ income from tourism

• Some 5000 US$ income per person from tourismSome 5000 US$ income per person from tourism

• Income is unevenly distributed between
– Influential families and their supporters „Oligarchs“

– Maldevian nationals, „Middleclass“

– Foreign workers „Underdogs“

• Situation is source of political unrest

Tourism

• Some 100 very exclusive tourism resorts
– Within 40 years a very exclusive tourism developed

• Initially targeted mainly for rich European clients
• Currently Asian markets in particular China boom
• Guest expenditures per day/night and person ranges from US$ 100 
to US$ 4.000to US$ 4.000

• Only seafood locally available
• Everything else on Maldives has to be imported

– There is a way around Islamic laws and standards
• Alcohol allowed
• Bikini allowed
• Local Maldevians not allowed, only to serve during work
• Tourism development is widely controlled by 10 local families and
their foreign supporters/investors

Politics of tourism development

• During last 40 years a highly exclusive tourism could 
develop

• The political rulers of the island worked together with 
foreign investors

• Rich, well educated tourists mainly from Germany, y y
Great Britain, Italy, visited Maldives

• Resorts are „European“ with regard to the tourist 
product 

• Country is islamic
• Discrepancies were solved by seperation

– Tourists and their islands
– Normal people and their islands
– Minimum interaction in parallel worlds

Tourism development

• In Reality this seperation cannot be sustained
– Middle class inhabitants want to profit to higher degree

– Guesthouses for middle class tourists

– Challenge to previous exclusivity

• Democratic movements are supressed• Democratic movements are supressed
– Change in tourism structure challenges also political
system

– Defense of old system with highly exclusive, targeted
resorts

– Environmental problems are likely to increase with new
tourism policy
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Growth of Tourism: 
a Government Program !?!!

• Within 10 years a doubling of tourism is 
expected, a tripling is possible:

Growth of Tourism in Maldives
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Source:  Ministry of Tourism, Art and Culture, 2012, Fourth Tourism Masterplan 2013‐17. Own interpolation

Vision of Marketing Organization

• The best tropical island destination in the 
world

• The most exclusive destination in South Asia

• The top tourism earner in South Asia

• An example of sustainable tourism 
development in small island nations

Protection of Environment: 
a Government Duty ?!??

• No single aim towards save guarding the 
environment

• A tripling of capacity within 10 years is not 
impossible according to 4th tourismimpossible according to 4th tourism 
development plan

• No particular concern for the issue of the 
environment

Major Markets of Maldives Tourism

Tourism in numbers

Source: Moosa Zameer Hassan (2012)
Ministry of Tourism Arts & Culture, Maldives



12/05/2015

5

Development in last five years

Protect the Maldives

Climate Change in Maldives

• Sea level rise up to
60cm in 2100
– Highest points of

Maldives is 2.6m
– About 50% of the

country would end up
under waterunder water

• State savings for buying
land to migrate all 
Maldevians
– Nasheed the former

and likely new
president of Maldives
announced this in a 
Spiegel interview in 
2009

http://cartelthemes.com/maldives‐islands‐11273‐hd‐wallpapers.html

Climate Change and Maldives

http://farm4.staticflickr.com/3218/
2963267123_fa74a813f8_z.jpg

• Water temperature 
increase

– can change the coral 
reef and the aquatic 
ecosystems

http://www.greenleafconsulting.com/naturephotos.htm

New Development Projects

• More islands to be transformed to tourist 
resorts Source: http://www.superyachttimes.com/articles/Image/Editorial/Other‐Destinations/2012‐05‐Cruising‐

the‐Maldives/Maldives‐02‐big.jpg

Sewage line into the Ocean
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Waste on the Beach

Fishes close to Coral Reef

• While land area is small underwater 
landscape is huge
– 300 times the area of the surface 
landscape

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/‐PmszF8Aex00/Twt6v0WPaJI/AAAAAAAAA5s/CaccujMrp‐c/s1600/maldives‐
diving‐l.jpg

Ocean fauna is a main attraction

• Climate change is one major threat to ocean fauna
– Change in sea water temperature

– Cause of coral reef dying

• The increase of divers is both good and bad
– More awareness for marine landscape

– Possible disturbance of marine life

http://www.sportdiver.com/photos/photo‐
gallery‐diving‐manta‐rays‐and‐whales‐maldives
hanifaru‐bay

Whale shark and diver Carlos Villos

Some fishes and ocean creatures are 
highly requested

As traditional medicine
As a delicatesse
As a photo model

Future of Maledives?!??!

• Free elections: Democracy or Governing Class?

• Dual society: tourists and locals remain 
separated/become integrated ?

• Growth or decline of tourism ?

• Support to environmental challenges?

• New islands exploitation?

• Tourism growth on populated islands?

• Marine wildlife, marine habitats like coral reefs?

• Mastering waste problems?


