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DANUBE LIMES BRAND

International Final Conference

Cooperation with SONDAR –

Soil Strategy Network in the Danube Region

Christian STEINER, Lower Austria / Department of Rural Development
Danube Working Community / Working Group „Sustainability“

Soil Strategy Network in the Danube Region

TU Wien, 6. Oktober 2014

Content:
G l k il i– General remarks on soil protection

– Working Community of the Danube Regions
– Lower Austrian Landscape Fund
– Authority of Land Reform
– European Land and Soil Alliance ELSA
– Lower Austrian Soil Campaign
EU Strategy for the Danube Region– EU Strategy for the Danube Region

– European Cross Border Projects SONDAR
– SONDAR +
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 erosion

Why to protect soil?
8 dangers to soil

 loss of organic matter

 local and diffuse contamination

 soil sealing

 compaction

 loss of biodiversity

 li i ti salinisation

 landslides

Austria: 15 to 20 ha per day

Germany: up to 130 ha per day

E rope

Soil consumption

Europe:

 1.000 km² per year in Europe (= area of the City of Berlin)

Worldwide reduction of arable land per capita:

>>> 0,51 ha (1950)  >>> 0,27 ha (2000)  >>> 0,18 ha (2020)

Output of soil lifeOutput of soil life
total value per year: 1,5 to 13 Billion US $

(Pimentel 1997, Costanza 1997)
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Working Community

of the Danube Regions

Strategic partner of 
Danube Limes Brand 

project

Germany:
Baden-Württemberg

Bavaria (till 2005)

Austria:
Upper Ausria
Lower Austria

Vienna
BurgenlandSlovak 

Republic:
Trnava

Bratislava

Republic of Moldavia

Ukraine:
Region Odessa

Observer:
South Moravia Region (CZ)
Nitra (SK)

Hungary:
Gyoer-Moson-Sopron 
Komarom-Esztergom
Pest
Budapest
Fejer
Bacs-Kiskun
Tolna
Baranya

Romania:
Caras Severin
Mehedinti
Dolj
Olt
Teleorman
Giurgiu
Calarasi
Ialomita

p

40 Members

Croatia:
Osjecko-Baranjska
Vukovarsko-Srijemska

Serb Republic

Bulgaria:
Vidin
Montana
Vratsa
Pleven
Veliko Tarnovo
Rousse
Silistra

Braila
Galati
Tulcea
Constanta



07.10.2014

4

Landscape Fund – projects in Lower Austria

Allocation of funding
projects

 Nature protection
 Sustainable land use
 Landscape design

 Reactivation of ponds

Allocation of funding
projects

 Nature protection
 Sustainable land use
 Landscape design

 Reactivation of ponds Reactivation of ponds
 Sustainable tourism

 Forestry

 Reactivation of ponds
 Sustainable tourism

 Forestry

Project type „landscape design“

Example: planting of hedges, fruit

trees and rows of trees

Planting of characteristic traditional fruit
trees in rows and orchards, hedges

 5.000 trees per year on average
eqivalent to a row 60 km long

Example: renovation and 

reactivation of traditional 

wine cellars
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Project type „sustainable land use“

Example: revitalisation of abandoned 
or fallow grassland

Protection+recovery of mountain pastures 

Project type „nature management“
Example: Wachau Volunteer – Youth for Nature

Maintainance of natural hot spots and traditional stone terraces

Initial situation Recent situation

average size(ha)
1,0       0,9   0,9   0,9

average size (ha)
7,0       4,0     4,0     3,8

Land consolidation

, ,, , , ,, ,

 legal aspects
 development
 protection of soil
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SOIL PROTECTION

Planning and planting of hedges & fruit trees

European Land and Soil Alliance ELSA

 Association of cities and communes

 for an active contribution for a sustainable handling of soil

 ELSA‐members commit themselves to determined action on 
local level.

ELSA e.V. is a registered association after 

German law situated in Osnabrück.

Lower Austria is the leading region with

13

Lower Austria is the leading region with 

85 members, and chairs ELSA since 2009.

almost 200 members in 10 European countries

www.bodenbuendnis.org
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ELSA‐member countries in Europe

10 countries with members

First contacts (3 countries)

www.soil-alliance.org

14

www.soil alliance.org

www.bodenbuendnis.org

Soil Protection & Awareness Raising

– the value of our limited and non-renewable soil resources and
the need for a more sustainable land usethe need for a more sustainable land use

– deepening and extending an “artistic approach“ towards soil
protection through “soilart“ and “with the colours of the earth“
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Painting with colours of the earth

activities/materials:
• box with 5 different earth colours• box with 5 different earth colours
• soil post cards
• soil sign
• calendar

EUREGEO 2012, Bologna

EU Strategy for the Danube Region

The strategy is not about funding, it is about closer cooperation!
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EU SDR: pillars & priority areas

6 7 8 9 10

 PA 6 SONDAR      Soil Strategy Network in the Danube Region 
 PA 7, 8, 9 SOPRO  Social Production
 PA 9 BeFoRe Participation processes foc. on Global Responsibility
 PA 6, 9, 10 SONDAR+    Sustainable Strategy Network in the Danube Region

“The 3 NO and the 3 YES”

How will the EU Strategy be implemented?

3 main conditions – 3 NO

• No new legislation

• No new institution

• No new money

… and 3 YES (General Affairs Council 13.04.2011)

• Better alignment of funding

• More efficient coordination of instruments

• New ideas
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3 ETC‐projects in Lower Austria with SK, HU, CZ

Soil Strategy Network in the Danube Region

„Social Production“: 
Creation of Value through Appreciation

Cooperations between enterprises, the public sector and social institutions

create sustainable products and services: from the region – for the region!

Visions:

 Sustainable economy for all partners

 Clear production processes

 Enterprises use company waste in an innovative, value creating way
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Sustainability / Social Production

1. Pilot projects in the region of East Austria / West Hungary

2. Developing 100 examples of sustainable products and services

3. Implementation of experiences through a platform within the 
framework of the EUSDR in further areas in the Danube region

4. “Best-practice example for local and global responsibility“ of the 
Austrian Strategy for Sustainable Development (ÖSTRAT)

Projects dealing with soil & sustainability

3. step 2014-2020: Danube Region
SONDAR plus (sustainable operations network): 

social agriculture, social production

2. step until 2014
cross boarder

four ETC-projects: 
SONDAR (3x) und SOPRO

1. step since 2007
Lower Austrian soil 

WST3, GS5, 
NÖGUS, LAK

campaign
„unser Boden“ SK

eNu: 
service for 

municipalities
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„A nation that destroys its soils destroys itself.“ 
(Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1937)

DI Ch i i S i & DI D E i S l k

Thank you for your attention!

DI Christian Steiner & DI Dr. Erwin Szlezak

ARGE Donauländer, Arbeitskreis Nachhaltigkeit
NÖ Agrarbezirksbehörde/Fachabteilung Landentwicklung
Landhausplatz 1, 3109 St. Pölten
christian.steiner@noel.gv.at erwin.szlezak@noel.gv.at
www.unserboden.at /  www.sondar.eu /  www.soilart.eu / www.sozialproduziert.at


